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Summer Extreme Reading Challenge!

Welcome
                          elcome to the last issue of the School Year.  I hope that you enjoy

this issue with all the informative and action packed activities 
including a Q&A with Mrs Elliott!  It is always sad to say goodbye to 

friends made during your time at school.  To those that are leaving may I wish 
everyone all the very best for your future adventures, wherever they take you.  
For the Year 8’s who are leaving Prep School and going onto Senior School may 
I also wish you all the best for your onward journey at MCM.   My personal 
thanks go to Poppy, Emily, Evie, Louis and Oliver for taking on this Newsletter 
from day one.  I hope that you have enjoyed yourselves and please know that I 
have enjoyed working with you.  Good luck to the new team of Inci, Olivia, 
Vittoria, Niranjenna and Ryan.  If you have any feedback on anything you see in 
the Newsletter please contact me at chawkins@marlboroughcollege.my.  Copies 
of the newsletter are still available in the library, on the VLE, on the school 
noticeboard and in your classrooms.

Mrs Hawkins Did you know our all our newsletter issues are on the library VLE page? 
www.tinyurl.com/mcmprepnews

AVAILABLE ON

W

Where is the most inventive place to 
read a book you can think of over the 
Summer Holidays?  Take a picture 
and send it to Mrs Hawkins at 
chawkins@marlboroughcollege.my. 
House points are up for grabs for the 
best pictures.  Open to Years 1 - 8.  
Closing date for entries is Friday 2 
September.  Happy reading! 

mailto:chawkins@marlboroughcollege.my
https://www.tinyurl.com/mcmprepnews
mailto:chawkins@marlboroughcollege.my?subject=Summer%20Extreme%20Reading%20Challenge


Where is your favourite place in school?
My favourite place in the school is, quite naturally, Pre-
Prep. Being right in the heart - hearing the children 
talking, playing and learning together. This is also one of 
my favourite sounds.

Mrs ElliottQ&A
with

Poppy Inskip
INTERVIEW

Book
Favourite

My favourite book for younger 
children would be 'Owl Babies' by 
Martin Waddle. It is a timeless classic, 
I particularly like the drama of the 
owl's disappearance and the 
reassurance as she returns from her 
night flight - a happy ending!

What will you miss about Marlborough?
I will miss doing a job that I love surrounded by amazing 
children, parents and staff -   all while working in the most 
beautiful setting of tropical Malaysia.

Do you have any uncommon hobbies?
Target shooting! I started lessons with my eldest back 
in the UK. It was a fantastic way to build physical 
strength, endurance and stamina. In a strange way it 
was also very meditational, because you have to focus 
entirely on hand eye coordination and aim - with the 
utmost safety of course!

What is your favourite part of  the day?
Twilight in Malaysia when the day draws to a close. It is 
my favourite time to hear the sounds of nature as night 
time approaches.

What is your favourite part

It is always wonderful to spend time with 
family and friends over the holidays, 

creating wonderful memories together. 
Also as the break draws to a close -  the 

exciting preparations for the new school 
year ahead.

about summertime?
What is your favourite event at MCM?
My all time favourite event has to be Nations Day. 
Seeing the children and teachers dressed in their 
colourful national costumes, learning and celebrating 
different cultures that make this school such a vibrant 
and special place.

What will you miss most from Malaysia?
Everything! Working with the super children in Pre-Prep 
being part of their learning, sharing news about their 
experiences and helping them to overcome challenges that 
they encounter along the way. The incredible staff who I have 
been fortunate enough to work with at school. Also I will miss 
Felicia - who has been such a loyal and amazing support over 
the last 6 years. I will miss her brilliant sense of humour too!

Vittoria Laezza
INTERVIEW



Long SummerMrs EJ Holiday|
The long summer holiday brings the chance to try something new. I know it is also a 
time to relax and rest after a busy school year, and a very strange couple of years - 
but there is a gift of time ahead for us to enjoy. I know you have heard me say many 
times ‘Only boring people stay bored’. A bit of a quiet time is your chance to try 
something new - here is an alphabet of activities for you - how many will you try? 
Start your A-Z scrapbook of holiday challenges 

Send me a photo to tweet so we can keep each other inspired this holiday. 
Good Luck! reatonjones@marlboroughcollege.my 

A. Start your A-Z scrapbook of holiday challenges 
B. Bake a cake to surprise someone 
C. Create a 3D model of a famous building using recycled materials 
D. Don’t throw something away, instead mend it 
E. Eat a food you have never tried before - even better, cook it first 
F. Find a new place to visit and write a review 
G. Grow and plant something and look after it, preferably something you can 

give as a gift or eat! 
H. Plan a new hike for your family - to a waterfall, interesting building, 

beautiful park 
I. Invite a friend over for a meal that you will cook together 
J. Try journaling - could become a lifetime habit 
K. Go on try some knitting - if Tom Daley can do it, so can you 
L. Learn how to light a fire - SAFELY! 
M. Make a model out of matchsticks 
N. How many languages can you say numbers 1-20 in? 
O. Sleep outdoors - in a tent, or a den 
P. Make a phrase book of a different language 
Q. Try quilling some paper to decorate a birthday card 
R. Can you beat your Rubik's cube race time? 
S. Practise your sketching and shading rather                                                     

than taking a photo of a stunning view 
T. When you reach for your device, try 10 mins touch typing first 
U. Learn the names of any sea life you see underwater  
V. Learn to spot Virgo and other constellations in the night sky 
W. Write a postcard and send it to someone to make them smile 
X. Make a xylophone out of recycled tubing 
Y. Learn how to do a yoyo trick 
Z. Make a zoo of balloon animals

A B C D 
E
G

F G H
I J K L

M N O P
Q R S T
U V W X
Y Z

Tick each 
box when 
you finish!



An AnimatedMrs
Summer|

If you are looking for ways to get creative over the summer, why not become an 
animation expert? There are many resources online and tutorials that tell you 
everything you need to know. Here are just a few ideas for you to explore:

Cassidy

Thaumatrope
Maybe the simplest form of animation and a good 
place to start!

Flip book animation
If you love drawing, this is a great project and you 

don’t need many resources. It also makes a great gift, 
to show someone that you are thinking of them!

Stop-motion animation
For those of you who like getting technical, there are many 
apps that make it possible to create your own stop-start 
animations. You don’t have to just use drawing either, this is 
a great idea for those of you who prefer to work with Lego 
or clay.

Zoetrope
A more complex way to get a moving picture effect and 

a fabulous way to impress your friends!

Shadow theatre
Why not put on a show for your family using this method? 
Make your own characters and puppets, write your own 
script and away you go! So much fun and you can make it 
as simple or complicated as you like.

Jumping Jacks
These are a fun little project and make great gifts for 

younger children.



BakingMrs
Bonanza|

Baking is a core skill for life and can be adapted to suit any tastes. Here are some 
ideas for creating new versions of classic baking recipes. Once you know the basics, 
experiment with flavours! Search online for different recipes using the basic 
ingredients!

Cassidy

Shortcrust Pastry
Basic recipe: 225g plain flour, 100g butter, diced, 
pinch salt 
Sweet - Jam tarts 
Savoury - Chicken Curry Puffs and Cheese and 
onion mini pasties Pizza Base

Basic recipe: 300g strong bread flour, 1 tsp 
instant yeast (from a sachet or a tub), 1 tsp salt, 

1 tbsp olive oil, plus extra for drizzling 
Sweet - Banana and white chocolate pizza 

Savoury - Chicken and kimchi pizza and Classic 
Margherita 

Bread
Basic recipe: 500g strong white flour, plus extra for 
dusting, 2 tsp salt, 
7g sachet fast-action yeast, 3 tbsp olive oil, 300ml water 

Sweet - Cinnamon rolls 
Savoury - Naan bread and Garlic bread plait 

Muffins
Basic recipe: 2 cups white flour, 1 tablespoon baking 

powder, ½ teaspoon salt, 2 tablespoons sugar, 1 egg, 
slightly beaten, 1 cup milk, ¼ cup melted butter 

Sweet - Jam doughnut muffins and Coconut sugar 
muffins 

Savoury - Mediterranean muffins 



The Art ofMr
Conversation|Gough

There are people who have the gift of the gab when it comes to conversation and 
managing unfamiliar social situations – how many of us dread being dragged along 
to an event where we don’t know anyone? As a family over the summer break, it is 
fun to try using the Jam Jar questions as conversation starters at the dinner table – 
there are plenty to add to your jar and write together as a family – here are a few to 
start you off:

A. If you could go anywhere in the world for your next holiday where would it be and 
why?  

B. What’s the most embarrassing thing you did at school? 
C. If you had to pick any character in a book, movie or TV show who is most similar to 

you, who would you choose? Why?  
D. What’s your biggest fear? 
E. If you had just one wish, and it couldn't be for more wishes, what would you wish 

for, and why?

Ensure there is a balance of give and take - a conversation can get boring 
quickly if one person is doing all the talking while the other is trying to get a word in 
edgewise. When that happens whoever is not talking begins to tune out and there is 

no conversation. Observe body language. Pause. Smile, Reflect on what you want 
to say – if in doubt, show an interest in them and go from there. 

Be interesting and have something to say – yikes – easily said than done. What if 
the other person is clearly more intellectual than you are? What if you are at a table 

and everyone is an adult and you are the only young person – just be you, but with 
more skill. Use the conversation starters and adults will be impressed – “Where in the 
world would you go if you could go anywhere?” Or “Where is your favourite place to 

travel?” Or “What are your desert island top three songs?” 

Be relaxed, be yourself – trying too hard will result in your not being yourself. To 
start a conversation, go up to someone and introduce yourself. It is both polite and 

necessary to start things off smoothly. Don’t forget to smile. 

To improve practice and then practise some more – this is easily done with your 
family! You will need to appreciate that by being brave your conversation skills will 

stand out and probably more than some of the adults that are present.



School’s Out!
”Wow - the school year is already over, Summer is 
finally here.” 

Our school is becoming extremely quiet as there are no students chattering 
and laughing, but…  

this does not mean that the fun has ended make sure to treat yourself as well 
as your family. And enjoy your holiday whether you are going on an amazing 
well planned vacation or you are spending it at home, there are still many 
things to do, such as… 

…and lots more. We can’t wait to see you all next year and remember to take 
care of yourself, wash your hands and eat lots of vegetables! 

- Emily Baranyay

By Emily and Niranjenna
Niranjenna
Linganathan

Emily
Baranyay

reading a book or a cartoon build your 
favourite puzzle

learn to play 
an instrument

learn how to 
bake something new

hang out with 
friends



School is out. Homework is over. Summer is here. And you are in for a period 
of pleasure. Celebrate the end of the academic year by completely deleting 
the word “school” from your mind.  

It’s summer! 
Use your holiday as a prime time to treat yourself to 

If you’re into nature, plan a trip of bird-watching at the Mulu National Park, 
visit the Chilling Waterfalls, or go on a hike with your family at Cameron 
Highlands to ensure you’ve fully indulged in Malaysia’s natural beauty. 

From waterfalls to rainforests, the country’s special offer of a wide range of 
ecotourism experiences, allows you and your family to ensure their safety 
themselves and the environment whilst enjoying their time.  

It’s your holiday which means it’s your time to do what you want and like. 
Make the most of your summer by not only treating yourself but spending it 
with your family - they deserve some fun too. Go and enjoy yourself; you 
deserve it! 

DIY popsicles, your favourite foods, the best ice-
cream flavours, or anything that suits your liking! If 
food isn’t your thing, you could invest in trying out a 
new hobby, visiting a new place, or even re-reading a 
favourite book of yours (or other books of a similar 
genre or author).

Niranjenna
Linganathan



Puzzles
And games

Crab 
Flip Flops 
Jellyfish 
Lifeguard 
Ocean 
Pail 
Picnic 
Sand Castle 
Shovel 
Snorkel 
Sunblock 
Sunglasses 
Surfboard 
Swimsuit 
Towel 
Waves

Evie 
Wicling



Puzzles
And games

INCI 
AYDIN



Dear Reader: 
Thank you for reading the 
eleventh and last Prep 
Library Newsletter issue of 
the school year in which 
after we will be handing it to 
the future Year 7s and 8s - 
hope you have enjoyed 
reading it as much as my 
team and I have written it. 

If you have any time to 
complete any puzzles/games, 
please do email me at 
zygan2027@marlboroughco
llege.my to get featured in 
the next issue!

 Louis Gan, The Editor

It’s the End of the School Year! 
By Oliver Gaal
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Farewell 
By Ryan Kim
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